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School of Athens (Raphael)

Diogenes Laertius’ Lives of the Eminent Philosophers

VIII (iii) DIOGENES (412/404-323 BC)




Sexual attraction, dogs, wrestler-doctor, stone-throwing son of a courtesan

Phryne (Jean-José Frappa, 1854-1904)

61 Seeing an Olympian victor casting repeated glances at a courtesan, ‘See,” he said,
‘that ram frenzied for battle, how he is held fast by the neck fascinated by a
common minx.’ Handsome courtesans he would compare to a deadly honeyed
potion. He was breakfasting in the marketplace, and the bystanders gathered round
him with cries of ‘dog.” ‘It is you who are dogs,’ cried he, ‘when you stand round and
watch me at my breakfast.’

62 After seeing a stupid wrestler practising as a doctor he inquired of him, ‘What
does this mean?Is it that you may now have your revenge on the rivals who formerly
beat you? Seeing the child of a courtesan throw stones at a crowd, he cried out,
‘Take care you don't hit your father.’
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Philosophy, cosmopolitan, sacrifice, harps, theatre, effeminacy

63 On being asked what he had gained from philosophy, he replied, ‘This at least, if
nothing else—to be prepared for every fortune.” Asked where he came from, he
said, ‘l ama citizen of the world.’ Certain parents were sacrificing to the gods, thata
son might be born to them. ‘But, said he, ‘do you not sacrifice to ensure what
manner of man he shall turn out to be?

64 To the man who said to him, ‘You don’t know anything, although you are a
philosopher,” he replied, ‘Even if | am but a pretender to wisdom, that in itself is
philosophy.” When some one brought a child to him and declared him to be highly
gifted and of excellent character, ‘What need then,’ said he, ‘has he of me? Those
who say admirable things, but fail to do them, he compared to a cithara; for the
cithara, like them, he said, has neither hearing nor perception. He was going into a
theatre, meeting face to face those who were coming out, and being asked why,
‘This,” he said, ‘is what | practise doing all my life.’

65 Seeing a young man behaving effeminately, ‘Are you not ashamed, he said, ‘that
your own intention about yourself should be worse than nature’s: for nature made
you a man, but you are forcing yourself to play the woman.’
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AéyovTa OG DPLECTATOC E0TLKAL T TN KPATLOTOG, ‘Tl 0VV, E1TTEV, ‘SpOD
XPNCEL’ TOVG AEYOVTAG eV Ta oTioudaia, P TTolodVTaG 8¢, EAeye undev
SLa@EPEY KIBAPG Kal yap TavTny T’ AKOVELWY PNt aicBdveobal. €ig
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65 16wV TTote veaviokov BnAvvopevov, ‘00K aioxvvn,’ €@, xelpova THg
@EUOEWG TIEPL 0EAUTOD BOVAEVOUEVOG; ) HEV YApP 0€ (vEpa €TtonoE, oV 8€

ceauTOV BLddn yuvaika stvat.

Bad archer, lovers, death, Alexander, education

67 Seeing a bad archer, he sat down beside the target with the words ‘in order not to
get hit.’ Lovers, he declared, derive their pleasures from their misfortune.

68 Being asked whether death was an evil thing, he replied, ‘How can it be evil,
when in its presence we are not aware of it” When Alexander stood opposite him
and asked, ‘Are you not afraid of me? ‘Why, what are you? said he, ‘a good thingora
bad? Upon Alexander replying ‘A good thing,” ‘Who, then,’ said Diogenes, ‘is afraid
of the good? Education, according to him, is self-control to the young, consolation
to the old, wealth to the poor, and ornament to the rich.

67 10®V TOEOTNV (LT TTAPA TOV OKOTIOV EKABLOEY, EITTWV, TVa Ui TTANY®'. TOLG
EPAVTAG E@T TIPOGNOOVIV ATUXETV...
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68 Epwtn0ei £l kakov 6 B&vatog, TI@G, €1TE, ‘KakOG, 00 TAPOVTOG 00K
aicOavopeda;’ Tpog AAEEVEpoV ETILOTAVTA Kol EITTOVTA, ‘00 OB HE;’ ‘Tl
Yép, imey, ‘€t; dyadov | kakdv; Tod 8¢ eimdvtog, ‘dyadov, “Tic ovv, €iTe, ‘TO
Gya@ov ofeitar’ Ty Tadsiav iTre Toig pév véolg cw@pooivny, Toig §&
TpecButépolg TTapapvdiav, Toig 8¢ TTEVN oL TTAODTOV, TO1G §€ TTAOVGLOLG
KOGHOV ElvaL.

Freedom of speech, Muses, public acts, breakfast

The nine Muses: uncovered in Turkey, 2014

69 Being asked what was the most beautiful thing in the world, he replied, ‘Freedom
of speech.’ On entering a boys’ school, he found there many statues of the Muses,
but few pupils. ‘By the help of the gods,’ said he, ‘schoolmaster, you have plenty of
pupils.’ It was his habit to do everything in public, the works of Demeter and of
Aphrodite alike. He used to draw out the following arguments. ‘If to breakfast be
not absurd, neither is itabsurd in the market-place; but to breakfast is not absurd,
therefore itis not absurd to breakfast in the marketplace.’

69 EpwtnOeig Tl kaAALoTOV &V AvOpWTIOLG, EPT, ‘Tiappnoia.’ eloeABmV €ig
Stdaokarov kai MoVoag pev idmv TToAAGS, pabntag 6& 0Atyoug, ‘ovv Beoig,
£, ‘OLOAOKAAE, TTOAAOVG paBNTaG EXELS. €lwBeL 8E TTAVTA TIOLETV &V TG PEC®,
Kai o Aqpntpos kai to A@poditng. kai ToloVToUG TVAG NPWTA AGYOUS €1 TO
ApLoTav PNdEv E0TLV ATOTIOV, 008 €V AYOpPd E0TLV ATOTIOV' OVK EGTLS GTOTIOV
TO APLOTAV: 0V’ €V Ayopd Apa E0TIV ATOTIOV.
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Training for health and virtue

70 He used to affirm that training was of two kinds, mental and bodily: the latter
being that whereby, with constant exercise, perceptions are formed such as secure
freedom of movement for virtuous deeds; and the one half of this training is
incomplete without the other, good health and strength being just as much
included among the essential things, whether for body or soul. And he would
adduce indisputable evidence to show how easily from gymnastic training we arrive
atvirtue. For in the manual crafts and other arts it can be seen that the craftsmen
develop extraordinary manual skill through practice. Again, take the case of pipe-
players and of athletes: what surpassing skill they acquire by their own incessant
toil; and, if they had transferred their efforts to the training of the mind, how
certainly their labours would not have been unprofitable or ineffective.

70 ArtTiv 8’ EAeyev elval THV 4oKN OV, TV L&V PUX KAV, TV 8& COUATIKA V'
TNV KB fjv &V yupvaoig cuveyelyvopevat @avtaciol eDAvciav Tpog Ta
TG ApeThc Epya TtapéxovTal. sivan 8 GTeAR THY ETépav xwpig THS £Tépag,
008EV N TTOV £VEEOG Kad ioXV0G 8V TOTG TIPOGKOUGL YEVOUEVNG, OG TIEPL THV
PuxnNV Kai TIepi TO oOPA. TTApPETIOeTO 8 TEKUNPLA TOD PASIWS ATIO TG
yupvaoiag v

TN GPETH KatayiveoBar 0pav Te Yap &V TE THAG TEXVALS TAIG Bavavools Kai
TG GAALG OV THV TUXODO AV OELXELPLAV TOVG TEXVITAG ATIO TG LEAETNG
TIEPLTIETIOM UEVOUS TOUG T AN TAS KOl TOVG AOANTAS HOOV DTIEPPEPOVTLY
EkdtepoL Tfi iS{g oV o£L T GLVEXET, Kad MG 0VTOL £1 HETHVEYKAY THV GOKNOLY
Kai T TV PuxMV, 00K GV AVW@EADS Kol ATEADS ELOXO0LV.
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Practice makes perfect, contempt for conventional pleasure, Heracles

71 Nothing in life, however, he maintained, has any chance of succeeding without
strenuous practice; and this is capable of overcoming anything. Accordingly, instead
of useless toils men should choose such as nature recommends, whereby they
might have lived happily. Yet such is their madness that they choose to be
miserable. For even the despising of pleasure is itself most pleasurable, when we are
habituated to it; and just as those accustomed to a life of pleasure feel disgust when
they pass over to the opposite experience, so those whose training has been of the
opposite kind derive more pleasure from despising pleasure than from the
pleasures themselves. This was the gist of his conversation; and it was plain that he
acted accordingly, adulterating currency in very truth, allowing convention no such
authority as he allowed to natural right, and asserting that the manner of life he
lived was the same as that of Heracles when he preferred liberty to everything.

71 008EV ye pnyv EAeye TO TTapdaTiav €v 1@ Blo xwpig doknoews katopBodobat,
Suvathy 8& Tad TV TIdv EkviKfoat §£0V 0VV AVTL TGV Gy PO TWV TTOVWY TOVG
KATA PUGOLY EAOHEVOUG {1V EDSALOVWG, TIAPA TNV dvoLay KAKOSaLLovVodolL.
Kaiyap avtn thg Soviig 1 Kata@povnoig idutdtn TpopeietnOeioa, kKol
doTep ol ouveBLOBEVTEGNOEWG TRV, dNODG £TTL TovvavTioV peTioov, obTWG 01
Tovvavtiov aoknBEvteg fiSLov adTAV TOV 60VAV KATAPPOVODGL. TOLXDT
SLEAEYETO KOl TIOLDV £QAIVETO, HVTWG VOULOHA TIAPAYXAPATTWY, UNOEV 0VTW
TOIG KATA VOOV (MG TOIG KATA PUGLY SLE0VG TOV adTOV XapaKTipa Tod lov
AEywv Ste€ayetv Ovrep kai HpakAtig, pndev éAevBeplag Tipokpivwv.
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Property, gods and the wise, the law, ridicules fame, the true state

Lw code ofGortyn(so B)

72 He maintained that all things are the property of the wise, and employed such
arguments as those cited above. All things belong to the gods. The gods are friends
to the wise, and friends share all property in common; therefore all things are the
property of the wise. Again as to law: thatitis impossible for society to exist without
law; for without a city no benefit can be derived from that which is civilized. But the
city is civilized, and there is no advantage in law without a city; therefore law is
something civilized. He would ridicule good birth and fame and all such
distinctions, calling them showy ornaments of vice. The only true political system
was, he said, that which is as wide as the universe.

72 ITAvTo TGV 60QAHV elvat AEYwV Kai ToLoVTOUG AGYoUE £pwTAHV 010UG avw
TIPOELPNKAUEV' TIAVTA TMV BEDV £0TL @IA0LSE TOTG 00POiG 01 Beol* Kova 8¢ Ta
TOV @AWV. TTAVTA dpa TGV 00@OV. TIEPL TE TOD VOO OTLYXWPIG adTOD 0V)
010V T TToArteVecBaL 00 ydp enowv dvev TOAewGS dPeAOG TLEVaL doTelov”

Ao TEIOV 8€ 1) TIOALG" VOLOU O GveL TTIOAEWGS 0VSEV OPEAOG AOTEIOV dpa O
VOHOG. evyevelag &€ kai 60EaG Kol TaL TOLADTA TTAVTA SIETIALLE, TIPOKOG U AT
Kakiog elvat Aéywv' pdvnv te 6pOMNV ToArTelav elvat ThHv &v KOO U®.

Expertin ruling men, Xeniades applauds him

74 Further, when he was sold as a slave, he endured it most nobly. For on a voyage to
Aegina he was captured by pirates under the command of Scirpalus, conveyed to
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Crete and exposed for sale. When the auctioneer asked in what he was proficient, he
replied, ‘In ruling men.’ Thereupon he pointed to a certain Corinthian with a fine
purple border to his robe, the man named Xeniades above-mentioned, and said,
‘Sell me to this man; he needs a master.’ Thus Xeniades came to buy him, and took
him to Corinth and set him over his own children and entrusted his whole
household to him. And he administered it in all respects in such a manner that
Xeniades used to go about saying, ‘A good genius has entered my house.’

74 Kai ipaov fjveyke yevvalotata TIAEwV yap €ig Alytvav Kol TIELpaTaig
A0S OV PXE ZKipTtadog, €ic Kprjtnv dayBsic £TimpdokeTo” kai tod

KN PUKOG EpwTMVTOG TL 018€ TIOLETY, £, ‘AvOpOTIwV dpxew.’ 8Te kai Si€ag
Twva KopivBiov evTtdpuov, Tov Tipoelpnpévov Eeviadny, £@n, ‘ToUT® He
TIOAEL 00TOG Se0TIOTOL XPNIEL AVETTAL 8T ADTOV O ZEVIEASN G KAl ATy Xy OV
eig v KopvBov Eméotnoe toig éavtod Tatdiols kai Taoav évexeiploe Tnv
oiklav. 6 8¢ oVTWG AVTNV €V TIAOL SLETIOEL, DOTE EKEIVOG TIEPULMV EAEYEV
‘dyaBog dalpwv €ig v oikioy pov eioeAnAvbe.’

Fear, the mark of the slave

75 Cleomenes in his work entitled Concerning Pedagoguessays that the friends of
Diogenes wanted to ransom him, whereupon he called them simpletons; for, said
he, lions are not the slaves of those who feed them, but rather those who feed them
are at the mercy of the lions: for fear is the mark of the slave, whereas wild beasts
make men afraid of them.
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Diogenes’ grave and epitaph

78 Over his grave they set up a pillarand a dog in Parian marble uponiit.
Subsequently his fellow-citizens honoured him with bronze statues, on which these
verses were inscribed:
Time makes even bronze grow old: but thy glory,
Diogenes, all eternity will never destroy.
Since thou alone didst point out the lesson of self-sufficiency
For mortals, and the easiest path of life.
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Next week: The Easter story from St Mark
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